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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claimsl, 2, 4-13, 16, 17, 33 and 34 are pending in the present application. 

2. Claims 3, 14-15, 18-32 and 35 have been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. As presently written it is unclear as to how the 
series of method steps are implemented. There does not appear to be any recitation of 
computer code for causing a computer or processor to perform a function. Note the 
preamble of the claim simply reads a method. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 1-12, 16, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1-9 and 34 the following limitation is vague: "allowing" [note 
independent claim 1 line 8; independent claim 7 line 7; and independent claim 34 line 
7], The meaning of the term allowing is not clear. Applicant's intended metes and 
bounds of the claim are vague. 

Regarding claims 10-12 and 33, the following limitation is vague: "pre- 
determined" [see: claim 10 line 6; claim 33 line 6]. The specification does not appear to 
use this term; Applicant is reminded that consistency in the use of terms is important in 
understanding the invention. 

Regarding claim 16, the following claim language is vague: "to target the second 
one of the search providers" [note claim 16 lines 6-8]. 

Regarding claim 34 the following limitation is vague: "adapting a portion of the 
user interface" [see claim 34 line 5]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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8. Claims 10, 11, 13, 17, 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Domenig et al. A Query Based Approach for Integrating Heterogeneous 
Data Sources. 

Regarding claims 10, 11, 13, 16, 17 and 34 Domenig et al. teaches a method of 
operating a system including two or more search providers and a user interface [note: 
Figure 5 The coarse architecture of SINGAPORE]. Domenig et al. teaches receiving 
information regarding one or more query properties from one or more search providers 
[abstract; page 457 Querying semistructured data, also using unstructured and 
semistructured query characteristics for searching]; transmitting the information 
received to the user interface, wherein the information is entered into a pre-determined 
one or more input fields or communicating a query to one or more search providers 
[note: page 453, page 457-458]. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 4-13, 16, 17, 33 and 34 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Greta L. Robinson whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4118. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571)272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
September 30, 2005 



